《Scofield Reference Notes – Joshua》(C.I. Scofield)
Commentator

The first Scofield Study Bible, published in 1909 and revised in 1917, is one of the most influential theological works of the early 20th century.

Edited by Cyrus Ingerson Scofield, the Scofield Reference Bible was published by the Oxford University Press and became known to many as a handbook of fundamental theology.

The Scofield Reference Bible contains very brief commentary, often consisting of no more than a few sentences and several cross-references. The brevity of the notes allowed Scofield's commentary to be included in the margins and footnotes in study Bibles, which countless Christians use as their primary study Bible.

"The Bible, incomparably the most widely circulated of books, at once provokes and baffles study. Even the non-believer in its authority rightly feels that it is unintelligent to remain in almost total ignorance of the most famous and ancient of books. And yet most, even of sincere believers, soon retire from any serious effort to master the content of the sacred writings. The reason is not far to seek. It is found in the fact that no particular portion of Scripture is to be intelligently comprehended apart from some conception of its place in the whole. For the Bible story and message is like a picture wrought out in mosaics: each book, chapter, verse, and even word forms a necessary part, and has its own appointed place. It is, therefore, indispensable to any interesting and fruitful study of the Bible that a general knowledge of it be gained."
- From the Introduction 

A modern version of the Reference Notes (called the New Scofield Reference Bible) exists, but is a 1967 revision bearing no real relation to C. I. Scofield.

Introduction

Read first chapter of Joshua 

Joshua records the consummation of the redemption of Israel of Israel out of Egypt; for redemption has two parts: "out," and "into" ( Deuteronomy 6:23 ). The key-phrase is "Moses My servant is dead" ( Joshua 1:2 ). Law, of which Moses is the representative, could never give a sinful people victory ( Hebrews 7:19 ; Romans 6:14 ; 8:2-4 ). 

In a spiritual sense the book of Joshua is the Ephesians of the Old Testament. "The heavenly" of Ephesians is to the Christian what Canaan was to the Israelite and blessing through divine power ( Joshua 21:43-55 ; Ephesians 1:3 ) 

The government, as before, was theocratic; Joshua succeeding Moses as the ruler under God. 

Joshua falls into four parts: 

1. The conquest, 1-12. 

2. The partition of the inheritance, 13-21. 

3. Incipient discord, 22. 

4. Joshua's last counsels and death, 23,24. 

The events recorded in Joshua cover a period of 26 years (Ussher). 

01 Chapter 1 
1:3  Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you, as I said unto Moses. 

Every place 

The law of appropriation. God gives, but we must take. 

02 Chapter 2 
2:21  And she said, According unto your words, so be it. And she sent them away, and they departed: and she bound the scarlet line in the window. 

scarlet line 

The scarlet line of Rahab speaks, by its color, of safety through sacrifice. Hebrews 9:19 Hebrews 9:22 . 

03 Chapter 3 
3:1  And Joshua rose early in the morning; and they removed from Shittim, and came to Jordan, he and all the children of Israel, and lodged there before they passed over. 

Jordan 

The passage of Jordan, type of our death with Christ Romans 6:6-11 ; Ephesians 2:5 Ephesians 2:6 ; Colossians 3:1-3 . 

04 Chapter 4 
4:3  And command ye them, saying, Take you hence out of the midst of Jordan, out of the place where the priests' feet stood firm, twelve stones, and ye shall carry them over with you, and leave them in the lodging place, where ye shall lodge this night. 

The two memorials 

The two memorials. The twelve stones taken out of Jordan and erected by Joshua in Gilgal, and the twelve stones left in Jordan to be overwhelmed by its waters, are memorials marking the distinction between Christ's death under judgment in the believer's place Psalms 42:7 ; 88:7 ; John 12:31-33 and the believer's perfect deliverance from judgment. The stones in Jordan stand, typically, for Psalms 22:1-8 . 

4:19  And the people came up out of Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and encamped in Gilgal, in the east border of Jericho. 

first month 

i.e. April. 

05 Chapter 5 

5:2  At that time the LORD said unto Joshua, Make thee sharp knives, and circumcise again the children of Israel the second time. 

circumcision 

Circumcision is the "sign" of the Abrahamic Covenant Genesis 17:7-14 ; Romans 4:11 . "The reproach of Egypt" was that, during the later years of the Egyptian bondage, this separating sign had been neglected (cf. Exodus 4:24-26 and this neglect had continued during the wilderness wanderings. The N.T. analogue is world conformity; the failure openly to take a believer's place with Christ in death and resurrection. ; Romans 6:2-11 ; Galatians 6:14-16 . Spiritually it is mortifying the deeds of the body through the Spirit. ; Romans 8:13 ; Galatians 5:16 Galatians 5:17 ; Colossians 2:11 Colossians 2:12 ; 3:5-10 . 

5:11  And they did eat of the old corn of the land on the morrow after the passover, unleavened cakes, and parched corn in the selfsame day. 

corn 

The manna is a type of Christ in humiliation, known "after the flesh," giving his flesh that the believer might have life John 6:49-51 while the "old corn of the land" is Christ apprehended as risen, glorified, and seated in the heavenlies. Occupation with Christ on earth, "crucified through weakness," tends to a wilderness experience. An experience befitting the believer's place in the heavenlies demands an apprehension of the power of His resurrection ; 2 Corinthians 5:16 ; 13:4 ; Philippians 3:10 ; Ephesians 1:15-23 . It is the contrast between "milk" and "meat" in Paul's writings. ; 1 Corinthians 3:1 1 Corinthians 3:2 ; Hebrews 5:12-14 ; 6:1-3 . 

5:15  And the captain of the LORD'S host said unto Joshua, Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; for the place whereon thou standest is holy. And Joshua did so. 

holy 

Trans. "consecrated," Joshua 6:19 in R.V. "holy." 

06 Chapter 6 

6:5  And it shall come to pass, that when they make a long blast with the ram's horn, and when ye hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of the city shall fall down flat, and the people shall ascend up every man straight before him. 

And it shall come to pass 

The central truth here is that spiritual victories are won by means and upon principles utterly foolish and inadequate in the view of human wisdom. 1 Corinthians 1:17-29 ; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 . 

07 Chapter 7 

7:11  Israel hath sinned, and they have also transgressed my covenant which I commanded them: for they have even taken of the accursed thing, and have also stolen, and dissembled also, and they have put it even among their own stuff. 

Israel 

The sin of Achan and its results teach the great truth of the oneness of the people of God, Joshua 7:11 . "Israel hath sinned." See in illustration ; 1 Corinthians 5:1-7 ; 1 Corinthians 12:12-14 1 Corinthians 12:26 . The whole cause of Christ is injured by the sin, neglect, or unspirituality of one believer. 

08 Chapter 8 

09 Chapter 9 

10 Chapter 10 

10:42  And all these kings and their land did Joshua take at one time, because the LORD God of Israel fought for Israel. 

at one time 

Cf. Joshua 11:18 . As the context shows, the verse refer to different parts of Palestine and different kings. 

11 Chapter 11 

11:18  Joshua made war a long time with all those kings. 

long time 

(See Scofield "Joshua 10:42") . 

12 Chapter 12 

13 Chapter 13 

14 Chapter 14 

15 Chapter 15 

16 Chapter 16 

17 Chapter 17 

17:15  And Joshua answered them, If thou be a great people, then get thee up to the wood country, and cut down for thyself there in the land of the Perizzites and of the giants, if mount Ephraim be too narrow for thee. 

giants 

Or, Rephaims. 

18 Chapter 18 

19 Chapter 19 

20 Chapter 20 

20:3  That the slayer that killeth any person unawares and unwittingly may flee thither: and they shall be your refuge from the avenger of blood. 

avenger 

Heb. "goel," Redemp. (Kinsman type). (See Scofield "Isaiah 59:20") . 

21 Chapter 21 

22 Chapter 22 

22:25  For the LORD hath made Jordan a border between us and you, ye children of Reuben and children of Gad; ye have no part in the LORD: so shall your children make our children cease from fearing the LORD. 

fearing 

(See Scofield "Psalms 19:9") . 

22:34  And the children of Reuben and the children of Gad called the altar Ed: for it shall be a witness between us that the LORD is God. 

Ed 

i.e. a witness; so Joshua 24:27 . 

23 Chapter 23 

24 Chapter 24 

24:14  Now therefore fear the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in truth: and put away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye the LORD. 

fear 

(See Scofield "Psalms 19:9") . 

24:31  And Israel served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders that overlived Joshua, and which had known all the works of the LORD, that he had done for Israel. 

overlived 

prolonged their days after. 

